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SERMON, 


Ephesians  iv.  11,  12,  13.  "  He  gave  some  Apostles,  and  some 
Prophets ;  and  some  Evangelists,  and  some  Pastors  and  Teach- 
ers :  for  the  perfecting  of  the  Saints,  for  the  work  of  the 
ministry,  for  the  edifying  of  the  body  of  Christ.  Till  we  all 
come  in  the  unity  of  the  Faith,  and  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Son 
of  God,  unto  a  perfect  man,  unto  the  measure  of  the  stature  of 
the  fulness  of  Christ." 


IN  these  words,  which  are  read  by  the  Church  in 
her  Office  for  the  ordering  of  Priests,  St.  Paul 
declares  the  great  end  of  the  Apostolic  ministry  to 
be  the  perfecting  of  the  saints. 

I  will  not  now  enter  upon  an  examination  of  the 
distinctive  character  and  limits  of  the  several  offices 
which  he  expressly  names ;  but  will  assume  the 
Apostolic  ministry  as  a  great  fact  in  the  economy  of 
God,  manifold  in  its  functions,  various  in  its  opera- 
tions, traversing  the  whole  earth  in  Apostles,  presiding 
over  fixed  centres  in  Bishops,  foretelling  things  to 
come  in  Prophets,  preaching  glad  tidings  in  Evan- 
gelists, instructing  all  men  in  Catechists  and  teachers ; 
all  these  many  and  multiform  workings  of  the  one 
great  ministry  we  may  gather  under  the  one  idea 
of  a  divine  means  ordained  by  Christ  our  Lord, 
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through  the  mission  of  the  Holy  Ghost  from  heaven, 
to  fulfil  the  end  of  his  death  and  passion — the  per- 
fecting of  the  saints  of  God. 

Neither  will  I  enter  upon  a  discussion  of  this 
great  end  of  the  Divine  economy.  St.  Paul  suffi- 
ciently expresses  it  in  the  words  I  have  read  to  you ; 
as  the  uniting  and  perfecting,  through  faith  and  the 
knowledge  of  Christ,  the  whole  moral  nature  of  re- 
generate man,  as  a  building  rising  from  its  founda- 
tion, as  a  body  growing  to  its  perfect  fulness,  until 
every  servant  of  Christ  shall  bear  the  image  of  the 
Son  of  God,  and  the  mystical  number  of  the  elect 
be  full. 

The  word  which  is  rendered  by  "  perfecting " 
(KaTa§Ti<rptof)  signifies  both  the  unity  and  the  com- 
pleteness of  an  organised  body,  and  of  every  subor- 
dinate member  in  it :  the  perfection  of  the  whole 
being  repeated  in  the  absolute  perfection  of  every 
several  part.  St.  Paul,  then,  asserts  that  the  Apos- 
tolic ministry  is  a  means  divinely  ordained  for  the 
working  out  of  this  end :  and  to  this  subject  we  will 
confine  ourselves. 

The  truth  of  this  is  commonly  admitted  at  first 
sight,  often  readily  and  coldly  admitted :  and  many 
too,  who  forwardly  and  strongly  assert  it,  maintain  it 
as  a  thesis,  and  leave  it  to  lie  dormant  in  the  intellect. 
And  yet  there  is  no  aspect  of  our  holy  office,  so 
full  of  penetrating  life,  so  fraught  with  the  energetic 
powers  of  awe  and  hope,  so  irresistible  in  might  to 


rouse  the  conscience,  and  to  kindle  the  heart  of  man. 
How  then  does  it  ever  fail  of  these  effects  ?  Because 
men  do  not  inquire  into  the  moral  cause  of  this 
acknowledged  fact :  they  do  not  read  the  meaning 
and  the  admonitions  which  lie  hid  in  the  moral 
import  of  this  great  dispensation :  and  this  is  what 
we  will  now  go  on  to  consider. 

The  Apostolic  ministry  then  is  a  means  to  the 
perfecting  of  the  spiritual  nature  of  regenerate  men, 
first  and  generally  as  the  constituted  form  through 
which  it  has  pleased  God  to  promulgate  and  make 
over  to  mankind  the  benefits  of  the  blood-shedding 
of  Christ.  It  is  the  ordained  channel  now  as  the 
tribe  of  Levi  was  of  old.  Taken  thus,  it  is  a  part  of 
the  Divine  economy,  an  object  of  our  faith,  and  a 
test  of  our  submission  to  the  dealings  of  God.  Even 
though  it  were  a  channel  and  condition  as  arbitrary 
and  intrinsically  powerless  as  the  washing  a  leprosy 
seven  times  in  Jordan,  or  anointing  blind  eyes  with 
clay,  still,  as  the  rule  issuing  from  the  same  Divine 
Wisdom  from  whence  come  all  the  mysteries  of  God, 
it  would  have  a  mystical  character  as  being  an  ex- 
pression of  His  will.  It  would  appear  visibly  in  the 
world,  running  on  in  a  flowing  line  with  the  courses 
and  generations  of  men,  bearing  witness  of  a  sove- 
reign will  unseen  mingling  in  the  largest  movements 
of  mankind,  and  in  the  most  intimate  probation  of 
each  several  being.  And  as  such  it  may  be  num- 
bered among  the  many  mysteries  of  God  :  such,  for 


instance,  as  we  call  the  partial  administration  of 
Providence,  the  unequal  distribution  of  powers  and 
gifts  of  nature,  the  limited  extent  of  Christendom, 
the  long  tarrying  of  the  fulness  of  time,  the  virtue  of 
Holy  Sacraments,  and  the  like. 

But,  in  the  next  place,  the  mode  in  which  the 
Apostolic  ministry  works  to  the  perfecting  of  the 
saints  will  be  plainly  seen  in  the  tokens  of  moral 
design  which  appear  through  it  on  every  side. 

As,  for  instance,  it  is  the  great  and  necessary  con- 
dition to  what  may  be  called  the  organic  unity  and 
perfection  of  the  Church.  It  is  the  bond  and  articula- 
tion of  the  mystical  body;  and  for  that  end  it  was 
ordained  that  we  "  may  grow  up  into  Him  in  all 
things  which  is  the  head,  even  Christ ;  from  whom 
the  whole  body  fitly  joined  together,  and  compacted 
by  that  which  every  joint  supplieth  according  to  the 
effectual  working  in  the  measure  of  every  part,  maketh 
increase  of  the  body  unto  the  edifying  of  itself  in 
love."*  St.  Paul  does  not  hesitate  to  invest  the 
Church  with  a  conscious  power  of  self-development, 
like  to  the  involuntary  but  unerring  growth  of  man's 
bodily  form:  and  the  ministry  of  consecrated  men 
becomes  by  distribution  in  its  several  parts  the  centres 
of  life,  and  sources  of  energy,  and  bonds  of  united 
growth.  The  organic  structure  of  the  Church,  as  the 
frame  of  man's  body,  is  a  condition  to  health  and 
life,  and  the  Apostolic  ministry  is  a  condition  to  the 
*  Ephes.  iv.  15,  16. 


development  and  perpetuation  of  that  organic  struc- 
ture. 

And  further,  as  the  health  and  life  of  the  Church 
is  spiritual  and  moral,  so  this  organic  structure,  and 
therefore  the  Apostolic  ministry,  is  a  means  to  its 
spiritual  and  moral  perfection.  It  is  so  by  the  ac- 
tion of  all  its  offices,  by  the  exercise  of  its  ordinary 
powers  of  teaching  and  ruling  the  members  of  Christ, 
by  ministering  the  pure  word  of  God,  quelling  the 
rebellion  of  intellectual  sins,  and  pouring  light  into 
the  darkened  soul,  by  impressing  habits  of  subordi- 
nation and  unity,  by  guiding  doubtful  consciences, 
by  using  discipline  of  correction  for  the  soul's 
health :  in  all  these  ordinary  ways,  but,  above  all,  in 
one  which  transcends  all  other  functions,  which  runs 
through  all  acts  of  a  pastor's  life,  gracing  even  those 
which  have  indefeasibly  their  power  and  prerogative 
of  God  alone,  and  elevating  the  commonest  actions 
into  a  means  of  perfecting  the  church — in  the  power 
of  personal  holiness — in  the  virtue  which  goes  out 
from  the  ministers  of  Christ,  drawing,  uniting,  heal- 
ing by  the  contact  of  a  holy  example  the  spirits  of 
their  fellow-men.  The  one  Apostolic  ministry  was 
ordained  to  be  not  only  the  arbitrary  and  mys- 
tical but  the  moral  means  of  sanctifying  the  Church. 
Even  as  Christ  our  Lord  said,  "  For  their  sakes  I 
sanctify  myself,  that  they  also  might  be  sanctified 
through  the  truth  :"*  so  were  the  Apostles  sanctified 

*  St.  John,  xvii.  19. 
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as  vessels  of  grace,  living  witnesses  of  the  spirit  of 
holiness  which  raised  Christ  from  the  dead.  They 
were  the  first  fruits  of  sanctification,  as  a  type  and 
means  to  sanctify  the  whole  harvest  of  God.  And 
so  in  all  ages  of  the  Church  it  was  designed  that 
the  lines  of  spiritual  power  and  spiritual  perfection 
should  be  woven  in  one  sacred  chain :  that  the  suc- 
cessors of  the  Apostles  should  inherit  the  two-fold 
endowment  of  their  commission  and  of  their  holiness  ; 
that  they  should  edify  the  Church,  and  perfect  the 
saints  of  Christ  by  their  office  and  by  their  example. 
They  were  to  witness  for  Him  not  more  by  words  of 
truth  than  by  the  silent  reflection  of  his  spiritual 
image.  As  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  was 
seen  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ,  so  was  his  likeness 
to  be  transmitted  through  the  world  visibly  reflected 
in  the  character  of  his  servants. 

This,  then,  is  the  moral  import  of  the  Divine  eco- 
nomy ;  and  by  these  means  the  Apostolic  ministry 
works  to  the  perfecting  of  the  saints.  Let  us  there- 
fore consider  the  great  consequences  flowing  from 
this  truth. 

1.  And  first,  let  us  learn  that  personal  holiness  is 
a  necessary  condition  to  an  effectual  ministry.  I  say 
to  an  effectual,  because  I  would  distinguish  it  from  a 
valid  ministry.  Many  a  valid  ministry  is,  compara- 
tively, ineffectual.  I  am  speaking  of  the  results, 
not  of  the  authority.  These  are  things  always 
joined  together  in  the  design  of  God,  but  often 
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severed  in  the  probation  of  man.  It  is  not  more 
certain  that  Judas  was  a  traitor  than  that  he  was  an 
apostle.  It  was  the  design  of  God  that  angels  should 
abide  in  angelic  holiness  ;  but  Satan  is  an  angel.  It 
is  the  design  of  God  that  the  very  life  of  moral 
beings  should  be  the  power  of  truth  and  right ;  but 
the  man  whose  whole  being  is  wrong  and  false- 
hood is  a  moral  creature  still.  There  is  a  diversity 
in  the  designs  of  God.  There  are  designs  of  simple 
fulfilment,  and  designs  of  complex  probation ;  and 
the  holiness  of  the  Apostolic  ministry  is  of  the  latter 
kind.  Horrible  as  is  the  discord  between  a  holy  office 
and  an  unholy  life,  still  is  the  office  valid  to  the 
sanctification  of  the  saints  of  Christ,  though  it  be  to  the 
condemnation  of  the  man's  own  soul :  else  were  the 
poor  of  Christ's  flock  in  a  miserable  case.  If  the 
unholiness  of  the  ministering  priest  could  shut  out  the 
light  of  heaven,  and  dry  up  the  channels  of  grace; 
then  would  every  flock  hang  upon  a  fallible  man, 
whose  fall  would  carry  them  with  him  to  perdition. 
The  fault  of  the  old  creation  would  then  be  mul- 
tiplied throughout  the  new.  But  it  is  in  this  very 
point  that  the  second  Adam  restores  the  condition  of 
the  first.  "  I  am  come  that  they  might  have  life, 
and  that  they  might  have  it  more  abundantly ;"  * 
that  they  might  have  it  indefectibly  without  fault 
or  fail,  save  by  their  own  deliberate  will.  And  so 
the  whole  church  of  Christ,  like  its  Head,  is  inde- 
*  St.  John,  x.  10. 
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fectible  ;  and  so  the  constituted  ministry  of  Christ  is 
to  all  faithful  souls  an  indefectible  channel  of  salvation 
through  His  precious  blood.  Nevertheless,  brethren, 
there  is  somewhat  beyond  this.  In  such  a  case  those 
that  are  saved  are  saved  in  spite  of  the  sinfulness  of 
their  pastor ;  but  where  are  they  who  might  have 
been  turned  and  won  by  his  holiness  to  eternal  life  ? 
Where  are  they  who  needed  his  rod  and  his  staff  to 
guide  them  ?  the  young,  the  ignorant,  the  wayward, 
the  wilful,  the  irresolute  sinner;  the  hesitating  begin- 
ner in  transgression,  the  man  yearning  for  help  to  arise 
from  his  conscious  fall — the  soul  agonised  by  a  clear 
knowledge  of  daily  declension  from  God — all  these, 
and  a  thousand  more,  in  all  the  countless  diversities 
of  spiritual  trial,  by  the  fostering  hand  of  a  faithful 
pastor,  by  the  quickening  energy  of  his  holy  life, 
might  have  been  raised,  strengthened,  snatched  from 
the  burning,  and  upheld  unto  eternal  life :  and  this 
is  an  effectual  ministry  in  contrast,  not  with  a  dese- 
crated office,  but  with  a  weak  and  fruitless  service. 

If  he  would  edify  the  body  of  Christ,  there  must 
be  a  visible  superiority  in  all  pails  of  a  holy  life,  in 
the  pastor  over  his  flock.  "He  putteth  forth  his 
sheep,  and  goeth  before  them,  and  the  sheep  follow 
him."*  There  is  a  deep  import  in  that  parable.  If 
he  would  lead  them  he  must  needs  be  before  his 
flock  in  faith,  patience,  purity,  meekness,  devotion, 
command  of  temper,  subjugation  of  self.  It  was  so 

*  St,  John,  x.  4. 
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with  the  good  Shepherd  whom  we  follow :  it  was  so 
with  his  Apostles :  it  must  be  so  with  us.  None 
have  ever  left  the  abiding  stamp  of  Christ  on  others 
who  have  not  gone  before  them  in  all  holy  living. 
If  a  pastor  linger  behind  his  flock,  all  must  be  wan- 
dering and  confusion.  .If  he  be  behind  them  in  devo- 
tion, or  in  any  other  Christian  grace,  surely  in  that 
will  he  chill  and  check  their  advance.  He  will 
bring  all  things  down  to  his  own  level.  Whether 
he  know  it  or  not,  he  will  be  not  unlike  those  who 
took  away  the  key  of  knowledge  and  entered  not  in 
themselves,  and  them  that  were  entering  in  they 
hindered. 

Not  much  better  is  he  that  only  keeps  pace  with 
his  people.  If  he  be  only  as  earnest  and  devout  as 
they,  what  is  there  that  they  shall  learn  of  him? 
How  shall  he  deepen  their  repentance,  or  kindle 
their  affections  ?  Water  can  only  rise  as  high  as  its 
source.  And  good  were  it  if  this  were  all.  The 
same  faults  are  npt  the  same  in  the  flock  and  in  the 
pastor.  In  those  that  are  under  but  one  vow,  they 
are  grave  indeed ;  but  in  those  that  are  under  two, 
they  have  a  two-fold  guilt.  In  us  mistakes  be- 
come faults ;  faults  become  sins.  "  The  sins  of 
private  men,"  says  St.  Chrysostom,  "  are  done,  as  it 
were,  in  darkness,  and  destroy  themselves  only :  but 
the  failings  of  a  man  that  is  conspicuous  and  well 
known  are  a  common  evil.''  ..."  The  trans- 
gressions of  ordinary  men,  even  though  public,  injure 
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no  one  in  any  very  signal  way  ;  but  they  that  sit  in 
the  high  places  of  honour  are  conspicuous  to  all; 
and  thus,  if  they  offend  in  the  least,  little  things  in 
them  to  others  seem  as  great."  ...  "  For  all 
men  measure  the  sin,  not  by  the  greatness  of  the  act, 
but  by  the  dignity  of  the  sinner."* 

Therefore,  a  pastor  must  be  in  advance  of  his  people 
in  all  holy  living.  It  is  only  by  holiness  that  we 
shall  win  them  to  be  holy.  Who  can  doubt  it? 
Example  is  an  universal  language  ;  all  men  know  it, 
all  men  can  read  it.  Even  the  unwilling  learn  of  it  ; 
nay,  the  gainsayers  stand  silent  before  it.  It  must  be 
so.  All  effects  must  have  like  causes.  It  is  by 
knowledge  only  that  we  can  spread  knowledge.  How 
shall  you  make  people  meek  without  meekness,  or 
penitent  without  repenting,  or  unselfish  without  self- 
denial  ?  How  shall  they  live  for  the  world  to  come, 
if  you  live  for  this  ?  How  shall  they  worship  God 
with  fear,  if  you  be  irreverent  at  His  very  altar  ?  No  ; 
when  they  see  the  living  realities  in  us,  they  will  be- 
lieve and  follow  ;  when  they  see  the  lights  of  the 
eternal  world,  and  the  shadows  of  things  unseen, 
reflected  in  you,  as  in  a  mirror  bright  and  pure,  then 
will  they  strive  to  rid  them  of  their  present  self,  and 
yearn  to  be  like  their  Lord. 

2.  We  may  learn  also  another  truth,  most  full  of 


*   ov  yag  TOJ  rov  yeyovDror  pcsyeQet,  aXXa  Tip  rov 

rrtv    afjiatpTixv    /xerpoyffiv    aTravrer.  —  S.    Chrysost.      De 
Sacerdol.  lib.  iii.   c.  14. 
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hope  and  strength  to  every  humble  man — that  the 
great  condition  of  an  effectual  ministry  is  absolutely 
within  the  reach  of  all.  I  do  not  so  speak  of  this  as 
to  slight  the  necessary  endowments  of  intellectual 
power,  or  the  acquisitions  of  learning,  and  critical 
knowledge  in  the  spiritual  sciences.  To  undertake  a 
teacher's  office  without  some  measure  at  least  of  these 
is  presumption ;  but  to  assume  a  holy  office  without 
holiness  is  profaneness.  Without  this  all  other  gifts 
are  vain,  but  without  them  holiness  has  a  strange  all- 
compensating  virtue.  And,  therefore,  no  man,  how 
small  soever  his  other  gifts,  if  he  have  but  that  highest 
gift  of  God,  a  willing  heart,  need  be  cast  down.  It  is  a 
part  of  his  probation,  it  may  be,  to  lack  what  he  would 
fain  possess  for  his  master's  service ;  and  yet,  per- 
haps, it  may  be  not  more  his  probation  than  his  safe- 
guard not  to  possess  it.  Sometimes  a  pastor  of  Christ 
may  be  sorely  tried  with  slights  and  contempt  for  his 
lack  of  those  very  things  which  he  believes  would  best 
fit  him  for  Christ's  service.  Poverty,  personal  defects, 
want  of  worldly  advantages,  and  even  of  such  as  tend 
directly  to  the  raising  and  ripening  of  the  intellectual 
faculties — all  these  may  sometimes  lie  across  the 
path  of  a  man's  apparent  usefulness.  But  it  was  of 
an  Apostle  that  it  was  tauntingly  said,  "  his  bodily 
presence  is  weak,  and  his  speech  contemptible."* 
It  was  of  one  that  moved  the  world,  and  died  a 
martyr.  Why  then  should  any  man  be  out  of 
*  2  Cor.  x.  10. 
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heart  ?  He  may  not,  perhaps,  obtain  the  gifts  he 
covets,  but  he  may  win  holiness.  This  is  the  gift 
of  God,  and  no  man  can  despise  it.  It  has  about  it  a 
dignity  that  is  awful,  and  a  power  that  no  man  can  re- 
sist. There  is  in  a  holy  life  a  still  strength  which  good 
men  reverence  and  bad  men  fear.  Even  the  lowliest 
and  unlikeliest  of  Christ's  servants  gain,  by  holiness, 
an  incredible  dominion  over  the  most  stubborn  and  in- 
veterate minds.  There  is  oftentimes  a  wonderful 
inversion  of  the  balance  of  intellectual  power ;  and 
faithful  pastors,  who  bear  upon  their  character  broad 
and  visible  lines  of  their  Master's  image,  mix  among 
the  most  unsubdued  and  restless  natures,  not  only 
in  safety,  but  with  an  acknowledged  superiority. 
And  it  is  precisely  those  characters  which  the  world 
counts  weakest  that  gain  the  most  absolute  mastery. 
It  is  by  gentleness  and  a  yielding  temper,  by  conced- 
ing all  indifferent  points,  by  long  endurance  of  un- 
deserved contempts,  by  refusing  to  be  offended,  by 
asking  reconciliation  when  others  would  exact  apo- 
logy, that  the  sternest  spirits  of  the  world  are  abso- 
lutely broken  into  a  willing  and  glad  obedience  to  the 
lowliest  servants  of  Christ. 

3.  And  once  more.  Not  only  is  this  great  con- 
dition within  the  reach  of  all,  but  of  all  men  we  are 
the  most  abundantly  favoured  with  the  means  and 
opportunities  of  reaching  it.  The  apostolic  commis- 
sion which  we  bear  is  in  itself  a  direct  means  and  aid 
to  holiness  of  life  :  it  is  so  in  many  ways.  By  our 
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sacred  office  we  are  separated  from  the  toils  and 
burdens  of  the  world.  We  have  a  peculiar  and 
blessed  exemption  from  its  aching  cares,  and  its 
fretting  anxieties.  We  are  happily  disqualified  by 
a  legal  incapacity  for  its  ambitious  contests  and  its  co- 
vetous scheming.  If  we  be  not  shielded  from  its  taint- 
ing breath,  the  fault  is  our  own.  And  as  our  office 
separates  us  from  the  world,  so  likewise  it  conse- 
crates us  to  God.  The  precinct  of  the  Lord's  house 
is  our  home  ;  the  vessels  of  His  service  are  our  daily 
charge.  We  stand  at  the  point  where  all  holy  in- 
fluences converge  upon  the  spirit  of  man  ;  our  very 
business  in  life  is  a  direct  series  of  sacred  acts];  that 
which  is  the  casual  refreshment  of  other  minds  is 
our  habitual  employ.  Other  men  must  needs  pass 
by  a  sensible  transition  from  the  toils  of  this  life  to 
preparation  for  the  next ;  they  are  different  inten- 
tions of  the  mind.  With  us,  time  so  runs  on  into 
eternity,  and  this  life  is  so  laid  into  the  next,  that  the 
aim  and  energy  of  a  pastor's  mind  is  all  one  and 
always  continuous.  And  besides  this,  by  our  holy 
office  we  are  pledged  to  a  higher  standard.  A  pastor 
for  his  soul's  sake  dares  not  be  content  with  medio- 
crity. To  be  but  an  ordinary  Christian  is  to  be  an 
unprofitable  pastor.  All  the  highest  types  of  obe- 
dience, and  of  patience,  are  our  direct  examples.  It 
is  our  calling  to  minister  in  the  stead  of  our  spiritual 
ancestry,  and  to  sustain  the  lineage  of  men  that 
have  lived  above  the  world. 
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And  as  it  pledges  us  to  a  higher  standard,  so  it 
binds  us  with  closer  bonds.  "  All  things  to  me  are 
lawful,  but  all  things  are  not  expedient ;  all  things 
to  me  are  lawful,  but  all  things  edify  not.*"  Many 
things  harmless,  and  alluring  both  in  gain  and 
pleasure,  are  lawful  to  our  lay  brethren,  but  are  best 
foregone  by  us.  It  is  a  sad  sight  to  see  a  priest  of 
God  take  the  full  measure  of  all  things  not  abso- 
lutely forbidden.  How  shall  he  bid  men  beware  of 
excess  who  lives  upon  its  very  brink  ?  How  shall 
he  tell  men  to  bear  the  cross  who  never  denies  him- 
self? And  so  likewise  in  the  lighter  and  less  guarded 
seasons  of  life,  our  office  is  a  wholesome  curb.  It 
checks  and  balances  the  thoughtful  mind,  so  that  all 
its  movements  are  ever  calm  and  even.  It  represses 
the  looseness  of  laughter,  and  the  unseemly  crowd  of 
needless  and  unmeaning  words.  It  gives  to  the  mind 
a  poise  and  gravity  which  passes  without  effort  into 
meditation,  and  is  nearly  akin  to  prayer;  it  disposes 
its  habitual  bias  towards  the  leading  of  the  Spirit  of 
God,  and  orders  the  whole  man  to  the  imitation  of 
his  heavenly  Master. 

And  lastly,  brethren,  our  holy  office  is  a  pledge 
and  a  source  of  a  strength  above  our  own.  Has  He 
called  us  to  be  the  bonds  of  His  mystical  body,  and 
the  patterns  of  holy  living  ? — has  He  bid  us  rise  to  a 
higher  stature  of  Christian  life,  and  bound  us  to 
a  sharper  discipline  ? — has  He  laid  on  us  the  awful 
*  1  Cor.  x.  23. 
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charge  to  feed  his  sheep,  and  warned  us  that  we  must 
answer  for  the  blood  of  him  that  perisheth  ? — has 
He  so  beset  us  behind  and  before,  by  duties  above 
man's  power,  and  by  dangers  beyond  our  fellows ;  and 
shall  He  not  give  us  strength — shall  He  not  make  us 
sufficient  for  these  things  ?  Yes.  without  all  doubt. 
In  the  laying  on  of  hands  we  received  an  abiding 
gift,  inexhaustible  in  virtue,  irresistible  in  strength. 
There  is  no  faithful  pastor  of  our  Lord — no,  not  the 
lowliest  nor  the  least — but  ever  carries  with  him  a 
presence  and  a  power  which  no  adversary  can  gainsay 
or  resist. 

And  you,  beloved  brethren,  who  to-day  come  hither 
to  receive  this  holy  ministry,  take  no  partial  view 
of  it ;  gaze  on  its  full  outline,  its  unearthly  origin,  its 
heavenly  purpose,  its  awful  sanctity,  its  thronging 
difficulties,  its  fearful  dangers,  its  exceeding  great 
reward.  How  shall  you  receive  it  without  a  burst  of 
hope  ?  How  shall  you  assume  it  without  a  thrill  of 
fear  ?  Few  men,  did  they  but  fully  know,  upon  the 
threshold  of  Holy  Orders,  all  the  crosses  and  perils  of 
a  pastor's  life,  would  dare,  even  at  the  last,  to  choose 
it ;  but  no  man,  who  hath  tasted  of  its  pure  eternal 
peace,  would  change  it  for  an  earthly  crown.  Bre- 
thren, you  have  chosen  you  know  not  what ;  but  you 
have  chosen  well.  Whither  He  is  leading  you  know 
not  now,  but  you  shall  know  hereafter.  Be  of  good 
heart ;  you  shall  never  repent  your  choice  to-day  ;  you 
shall  never  lack  all  necessary  strength.  There  shall 
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a  hand  be  Jaid  on  you  which  shall  fill  you  with  power 
from  on  high :  visibly,  it  is  the  hand  of  man  ;  but 
unseen,  it  is  the  hand  that  was  pierced.  It  is  He 
ordains  you  for  His  own. 
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